A Christmas Family
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Special dinner welcomes
those with no one at home

Ronald Loss arrived early,
and did not want to impose,
so he remained in his car
| outside the Narragansett
Center. He is 71
and mostly alone in this
world. He often spends days
on his own, but he wanted

to be different. It is
hard, he said, to be by your-

‘ self on Christmas morning.
So he drove here, where he knew a meal would
soon be offered to those who had nowhere else
togo
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Hémovedhiswalkeroﬂﬂ:epassengerseat :
s0 I could sit next to him. It was 11 a.m. I asked if

he had come directly from his home.
No, he had first gone to Narragansett Town

* Beach to feed the

“I love the beach,” Loss said.

Often in winter, he’ll walk by the ocean, but
the wind was blowing yesterday, and because of
his bad knee and hip replacement, he worried it
would make him unsteady, so he stayed in the
car.

He is retired from Electric Boat. He divorced
not long ago, and they did not have children, so
it's now just him, alone in a small apartment.

1 asked if there were other relatives he could
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And so, as they have done for
15 years, they left their home
yesmdayatSa.m.'towlltogeﬂ:—
era
to 100 souls or more. As is now
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"No'saidl.oss,"lhavew' tradition, they were joined by
over a dozen -
Hesaidit‘sallﬂ@t;heis ‘ sons-in-law and
be different. ¥ 3 the Christmas tree to do this,’
Then, slowly, he unfolded his jd saddy 4 B RbERY
Itis called The Wright Family RyunDnm’yvasﬂ.ue,am“
Christmas Dinner, and one could  senior now wearing an apron.
say it reflects the original spirit of He’:bemd:lagﬂ*linoelnws
the day. It is a place for wayfarers  a child.
to come when there is no room to “It's about giving before receiy-
be found at the inn or anywhere im."houﬁ. people come
else.
It was begun 15 years ago by Davleﬂm.oneolTed
one of Narragansett’s best-known  Wright's sons-in-law, was there
names. Ted Wright is 78 now. He  too, just worked from 1
spent 4 years as Town Council ~ a.m. to 7 as a Providence
president and 10 as a state repre- center manager in
semve.lnpmdueﬁoldsuﬂy
career in the rubbish business, he He said people don't realize
knows this corner of Rhode Is- that yesterday is different from
land better than anyone and now when wider fam-
- runs a touring .Some call ilies gather. Christmas is often
him the unofficial , others about parents just with their
dmplyﬂ'.!ﬂarw' : dﬂdten.undmvumfollm
His Barbara,isalsoa with nowhere to go.
local icon, and now, at 76, over- The Lions Club donated part of
sees the ity Center with  the meal’s cost, but the Wrights
no plans of retirement. She jokes  pay for much of it themselves,
that one day they'll bury herin * and do all the cooking, with each
the basement. family assigned to roast three
The idea was simple enough.  turkeys at home. The final prep-
they enjoyed Christ- began early yesterday in
mastime at home, it struck them
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Barbara, gets ready to deliver meals to people who could not attend yesterday’s dinner at the
Narragansett Community Center.

Marjorie Stevens is 63, retired  ere this year,” Charlie
mmmuamnm ( They sat with their friend Ka-
of Rhode Island. She . ren Hawkins, 59, who also lives
was with her cousin Charlie ~ alone.
Whi“ie,74.whohahoareumd ," said Karen, “I
URI custodian. He ;

lost his wife 12 years ago. They
were married for 45 years. He
lives alone at Point Judith and has
a daughter who is out of state. He
said he did have two invitations
for Christmas gatherings, but

they were in the evening, and he
no longer feels safe driving at

night.

Paul Favali, 80, lost his wife 12
years ago, too. It was such a blow
he decided to move to Florida to

me here,” he said.

He is an Army veteran and
filled his time in Fort Myers
working with the local VFW, but
his son is now in Rhode Island,
and a few months ago, he decided.
to move back up here.

“I'm in my last years,” he ex-

He likes to be self-reliant but
came here, he said, because being
alone on Christmas morning can
Py "

I had one more chat, this one
wuhBobHownrd.87 whowomn

gust last year,” he said. They'd
civil engineer, and though he is

fixings.
Ted Wright said the meal

would go until 2:30 p.m. and the

cleanup until 4. Only then would
his family members go home and
have their own Christmas.

But he and his wife would stay
at the center as long as any guests
wanted to linger.

Ronnldlms.whan
outsideinhhcar was mue

» indeed 1 to stay
aslong‘ G)M%:Ialku‘
was by his chair.
down, perhaps later in the day, he
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